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HEALTH AND SPORT COMMITTEE

AGENDA

16th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5)

Tuesday 9 June 2020

The Committee will meet at 9.00 am in a virtual meeting and be broadcast on
www.scottishparliament.tv.

1. Forensic Medical Services (Victims of sexual offences) (Scotland) Bill: The
Committee will take evidence on the Bill at Stage 1 from—

Gillian Mawdsley, Secretary to the Criminal Law Committee, The Law
Society of Scotland;

and then from—

Filippo Capaldi, Detective Superintendent, Police Scotland.

2. Forensic Medical Services (Victims of Sexual Offences) (Scotland) Bill (in
private): The Committee will consider the evidence heard earlier in the meeting.

3. Supply and demand for medicines (in private): The Committee will consider
a draft report.

David Cullum
Clerk to the Health and Sport Committee

Room T3.60  The Scottish Parliament  Edinburgh
Tel: 0131 348 5210

Email: david.cullum@parliament.scot
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Health and Sport Committee  
 

16th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5)  
 

Tuesday 9 June 2020 
 

Forensic Medical Services (Victims of Sexual Offences) (Scotland) Bill 
 
Introduction 
 
1. The Forensic Medical Services (Victims of Sexual Offences) (Scotland) Bill was 
introduced in the Scottish Parliament on the 26 November 2019 by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport, Jeane Freeman MSP and under rule 9.6 of the 
Standing Orders, the Parliamentary Bureau referred the Bill to the Health and Sport 
Committee to consider and report on the general principles. 

2. The Scottish Government has published a range of documents in relation to the 
Bill, links to which are available in Annexe A. 

3. No secondary Committee was appointed to scrutinise the Bill.  The Finance and 
Constitution Committee issued a call for views on the estimated financial implications 
of the Bill and received 4 responses by the closing date of 30 January 2020.  
Provisions relating the delegated powers within the Bill were considered by the 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee at Stage 1, who reported on 31 
January 2020. 

4. The Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) published a briefing on the 
Bill in February 2020. 

5. This paper sets out the Committee’s approach to consideration of the Bill at 
Stage 1, including a summary of scrutiny undertaken to date and detail of future 
sessions. 

Health and Sport Committee Scrutiny 

6. The Committee issued a call for written views on the Bill on 6 December 2019. 
This call for views ran until 30 January 2020 and  received 38 submissions. 

7. The Committee held an informal meeting on 10 March 2020 with survivors of 
sexual assault and rape who have experience of using forensic medical services. On 
17 March 2020, the Committee held a formal session with the Bill team from the 
Scottish Government. The Committee then took evidence from organisations 
working to support victims of sexual offences. 

8. The following resources are available from the session on 17 March 2020— 

• The Official Report 

• Broadcast recording of the session 

• Letter from the Cabinet Secretary  

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Forensic%20Medical%20Services%20(Victims%20of%20Sexual%20Offences)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill60S052019.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/113878.aspx
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/DPLR/2020/1/31/Forensic-Medical-Services--Victims-of-Sexual-Offences---Scotland--Bill--Stage-1#Introduction
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2020/2/27/Forensic-Medical-Services--Victims-of-Sexual-Offences---Scotland--Bill/SB%2020-19.pdf
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2020/2/27/Forensic-Medical-Services--Victims-of-Sexual-Offences---Scotland--Bill/SB%2020-19.pdf
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/health/fmsbill/consultation/published_select_respondent
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12589
https://www.scottishparliament.tv/meeting/health-and-sport-committee-march-17-2020
https://parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/General%20Documents/20200505_HS_Ltr_IN_CabSecHS_FMS.pdf
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9. The Committee took evidence from NHS Lanarkshire on 12 May 2020. 
Following the session, the Committee wrote to additional organisations to provide 
further evidence, which will be made available in due course. The following 
resources from the session are available now — 

• The Official Report 

• Broadcast recording of the session 

10. The Committee took evidence from Children 1st on 20 May 2020. Following the 
session, the Committee wrote to additional organisations to provide further evidence, 
which will be made available in due course. The following resources from the 
session are available now — 

• The Official Report 

• Broadcast recording of the session 

11. The Committee will be taking evidence during June 2020 from the following: 

• Police Scotland and justice witnesses; and 

• the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport, Jeane Freeman. 

12. At the session on 9 June, the Committee will be taking evidence from:  

• Gillian Mawdsley, Secretary to the Criminal Law Committee, The Law Society 
of Scotland; and 

• Filippo Capaldi, Detective Superintendent, Police Scotland. 
 
13. Following the session, the Committee will also be writing to the Information 
Commissioner's Office, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, and the Faculty 
of Advocates. Links to the relevant written submissions are contained in Annexe B. 

14. On 27 May 2020, the Scottish Parliament agreed stage 1 of the Bill be 
completed by 2 October 2020. 

 
Content of the Bill 

15. The Bill seeks to place a duty on health boards to provide forensic medical 
services to victims of sexual offences (and victims of harmful sexual behaviour by 
children under the age of criminal responsibility (this is 12 years of age; the 
provisions in the Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Act 2019 came into force 
in November 2019). The Bill also seeks to make forensic medical examination 
available on a self-referral basis for people over the age of 16. 

16. Specifically, the Bill seeks to 

1. Provide a statutory duty for health boards to provide forensic medical 
examinations to survivors and ensuring that individual healthcare needs are 
addressed in a holistic way in the context of any examination.  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12637&mode=pdf
https://www.scottishparliament.tv/meeting/health-and-sport-committee-may-12-2020
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12651&mode=pdf
https://www.scottishparliament.tv/meeting/health-and-sport-committee-may-20-2020
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2. Place a duty on health boards to provide forensic medical examinations when 
a survivors is referred for such an examination by the police and allowing 
survivors to self-refer.  

3. Provide a statutory framework for the retention and transfer of samples 
obtained during a forensic medical examination by health boards, which may 
support any future criminal investigation or prosecution.  Where survivors self-
refer, this allows time to decide whether they want to make a police report. 
Self-referral means that some people could request a forensic medical 
examination without having reported an incident to the police. These duties 
place the responsibility for the delivery and improvement of these services 
with health boards rather than the police. 

 

Clerks 
Health and Sport Committee 
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          Annexe A 
 
Scottish Government documents in relation to the Bill: 
 

• Forensic Medical Services (Victims of Sexual Offences) (Scotland) Bill  

• Forensic Medical Services (Victims of Sexual Offences) (Scotland) Bill: easy 
read summary 

• Policy Memorandum  

• Explanatory Notes  

• Financial Memorandum  

• Statements on Legislative Competence  

• Delegated Powers Memorandum  

Impact assessments: 

• Child rights and well-being impact assessment 

• Data protection impact assessment 

• Equality impact assessment 

• Fairer Scotland duty assessment 

• Islands communities impact assessment 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Forensic%20Medical%20Services%20(Victims%20of%20Sexual%20Offences)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill60S052019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/forensic-medical-services-bill-policy-memorandum-easy-read-summary/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/forensic-medical-services-bill-policy-memorandum-easy-read-summary/
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Forensic%20Medical%20Services%20(Victims%20of%20Sexual%20Offences)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill60PMS052019.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Forensic%20Medical%20Services%20(Victims%20of%20Sexual%20Offences)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill60ENS052019.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Forensic%20Medical%20Services%20(Victims%20of%20Sexual%20Offences)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill60FMS052019.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Forensic%20Medical%20Services%20(Victims%20of%20Sexual%20Offences)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBILL60LCS052019.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Forensic%20Medical%20Services%20(Victims%20of%20Sexual%20Offences)%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill60DPMS052019.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603556
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603600
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603549
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603563
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781839603570
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Annexe B 
 
Links to written submissions 
 
• Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 

 
• Faculty of Advocates 

 
• Information Commissioner's Office 

 
• Police Scotland 
 
• The Law Society of Scotland 
 

 
 
 
 

https://yourviews.parliament.scot/health/fmsbill/consultation/view_respondent?uuId=448824536
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/health/fmsbill/consultation/view_respondent?uuId=926881174
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/health/fmsbill/consultation/view_respondent?uuId=297450678
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/health/fmsbill/consultation/view_respondent?uuId=583722515
https://yourviews.parliament.scot/health/fmsbill/consultation/view_respondent?uuId=623852504
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